The day was not yet fully come to prime

When throned was Theseus full rich and high,

And Queen Hippolyta and Emily,

While other ladies sat in tiers about.

Into the seats then pressed the lesser rout.

And westward, through the gate of Mars, right hearty,

Arcita and the hundred of his party

With banner red is entering anon;

And in that self-same moment, Palamon

Is under Venus, eastward in that place,

With banner white, and resolute of face.

In all the world, searching it up and down,

So equal were they all, from heel to crown,

There were no two such bands in any way,

For there was no man wise enough to say

How either had of other advantage

In high repute, or in estate, or age,

So even were they chosen, as I guess.

And in two goodly ranks they did then dress.

And when the name was called of every one,

That cheating in their number might be none,

Then were the gates closed, and the cry rang loud:

"Now do your devoir, all you young knights proud!"

The heralds cease their spurring up and down;
Now ring the trumpets as the charge is blown;
And there's no more to say, for east and west
Two hundred spears are firmly laid in rest;

And the sharp spurs are thrust, now, into side*

Now see men who can joust and who can ride!

Now shivered are the shafts on bucklers thick;

One feels through very breast-bone the spear's prick;

Lances are flung full twenty feet in height;

Out flash the swords like silver burnished bright*

Helmets are hewed, the lacings ripped and shred;

Out bursts the blood, gushing in stern streams red.

With mighty maces bones are crushed in joust.

One through the thickest throng begins to thrust.

There strong steeds stumble now, and down goes all.

One rolls beneath their feet as rolls a ball*